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UNCLAS KINGSTON 7450 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PBOR, BH, JM 

1 . REPRESENTATIVES OF SEVEN CARIBBEAN AND LATIN AMERICAN 
COUNTRIES - BARBADOS, GRENADA, GUYANA, JAMAICA, PANAMA, 

SURINAM AND VENEZUELA - MET IN KINGSTON DECEMBER 9-10 
TO DISCUSS THE PROBLEMS ARISING OUT OF GUATEMALA'S 
TERRITORIAL CLAIMS ON BELIZE AND THE EFFECT OF THOSE 
CLAIMS ON BELIZE'S PROGRESS TOWARD INDEPENDENCE. THE 
PARTICIPANTS INCLUDED: 

BARBADOS: DONALD BLACKMAN 

GRENADA: HENRY BULLEN 

GUYANA: ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER HUBERT JACK 
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JAMAICA: FOREIGN MINISTER P.J. PATTERSON 

PANAMA: FOREIGN MINISTER NICOLAS 

GONZALES REVILLA 

SURINAM: HENRICUS A. HEIDWILLER 
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VENEZUELA: FOREIGN MINISTER SIMON BOTTARO 

GONSALVI 

MIXICO'S ISMAEL MORANO WAS PRESENT AS AN OBSERVER AS 
WAS BELIZE'S PREMIER GEORGE PRICE. 

2. AT THE END OF THE CONFERENCE, THE PARTICIPANTS 
ISSUED A STATEMENT WHICH CALLED FOR "AN EARLY, 

PEACEFUL AND SECURE INDEPENDENCE WHICH GUARANTEES THE 
UNIMPEDED DEVELOPMENT OF THE PEOPLE OF BELIZE". THE 
PARTICIPANTS THEN DECLARED: 

"THAT FRUSTRATION OF THE EXERCISE OF THE RIGHT OF THE 
PEOPLE OF BELIZE TO INDEPENDENCE CONSTITUES AN INTOLERABLE 
SITUATION, THE CONTINUSTION OF WHICH COULD HAVE SERIOUS 
IMPLICATIONS FOR PEACE IN THE REGION AND COULD INHIBIT 
THE FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF HARMONIOUS RELATIONS AMONG 
STATES IN THE HEMISPHERE AND BEYOND; 

"THAT THERE CAN BE NO LASTING SETTLEMENT OF THE CONTROVERSY 
WITHOUT THE FULL CONSENT OF THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE 
OF BELIZE AND CONSEQUENTLY. THE GOVERNMENT OF BELIZE MUST 
BE FULLY INVOLVED IN ALL CONSULTATIONS AND NEGOTIATIONS 
AIMED AT ACHIEVING A SOLUTION; 

"THAT THE PARTIES CONCERNED MUST URGENTLY SEEK A PEACEFUL 
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SOLUTION TO THE CONTROVERSY WHICH ENSURES THE SPEEDY 
ATTAINMENT OF A SECURE INDEPENDENCE BY BELIZE ON THE 
BASIS OF SELF-DETERMINATION AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY; 

"THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT. BY DIPLOMATIC AND OTHER METHODS 
AS APPROPRIATE, TO THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF BELIZE, 

TO SECURE A SOLUTION THAT IS PEACEFUL, JUST AND LASTING; 

"THEIR READINESS TO GIVE THEIR FULL COOPERATION TO ALL 
EFFORTS DESIGNED TO REALISE THE OBJECTIVES OF THIS 
DECLARATION." 

3. IN A BRIEF STATEMENT AT THE END OF THE MEETING, 

JAMAICAN FOREIGN MINISTER PATTERSON SAID THAT REPORTS IN 
THE BRITISH PRESS SUGGESTED THAT DISCUSSIONS WERE 
TAKING PLACE WHICH CONTEMPLATE THE CESSION OF BELIZEAN 
TERRITORY TO GUATEMALA. HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT IT WAS 
NOT PROPER FOR THE MEETING'S PARTICIPANTS TO PASS JUDGEMENT 
ON THE REPORTS, "EXCEPTING THAT THEY FILL US WITH 
CONSIDERABLE CONCERN." HE ADDED THAT THE BELIZEANS SHOULD 
BE A PARTY TO SETTLING THE TERRITORIAL ISSUE AND 
EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT NO PRESSURE WOULD BE EXERTED ON 
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THE BELIZEANS. 
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